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-BIMSTE\C“gIobaIseminar lays
stress on MSME productivity

Economy Bureau
Kolkata Mar 16

" The4th Internationalscni-
nar of Bangladesl, India,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailaud
Economic Cooperation (M-
STEC), organised bythelndian

Council ‘of Small Industries .

(ICST) in Kolkata on Monday,
higllighted the possible steps
that. could be uhdertaken to
boost up small & medjus en-
terprises (SMEs) prodﬂétmtv

According to ICST'secretary
general KK Sarkar;- MSMES' -
need latest mdxgenduS tech-"_“
ctive sec--

fespe:

no[ogy foI; its.

Indian Institute of Foreign
Trircle (IIFT), stated that miote
of industripl-lavel nocal agen-
ien should be ldentified to ad-

dteas insics related to SMEs, A
buslness forum should be fors «

mdlated along the lines of a
similar one that had been
framed by the Great Mekong
Subregion (GMS) countries
thatshouldcomptiserepresen-
tatives from concerned min-
istries and industries for
furtherinteraction. -

GMS primarily comprises
Th;a_ifland,\fiemam,Laos.(:anr
bodia_and Yunan provinces,
which facilitate infrastructure

facilities and aids in removing
* -trade barriers. This apart, a.
& ‘netv\rcrkof‘thmktanks should :

also be incorporated to facili-
tatethe SMEs,headded. -
GD Gaurama, pnnt:lpal see-
retary of the SME sector, gov-
“ernment .of West. Bengal,
crphasised on the need toim-
prove productivity and effi-
ciency, ‘apart from
promulgating variousissues of
governaiee to help this scctor.
Speaking on the session’s
topicof‘necd ol technulogy for
-capacity building of SME sec-
tor', Gautamna stressed that
provisiont of technology al-
ready exists but ineans of im-
plementing them by creating
awarenesswas lacking,
"More attempts of impart-
ing hand-hoidmg sessions,
along w::h training pro-

grammes, should be worked

“upon,"headded.

AK Mahapatra, managing
director of West Bengal Con-
sulting Organisation Ltd (WE-
BCON), said the sector aeéds
some infrastructure upgrada-
tionfor facing competitiveness
fmmotherquarters '

There are around 3 L.uﬁmn
registercd and about 10 mil-
lion unregistered SMEs in the
country producing about 7500
varjed items and employing
around 178 lakh people.

However, thissectorinlndia
spends less than 2% on re-
search & development(R&D)
as against 14% uvsed Dby
developed countries, added
Mahapatra,
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